Transitioning from traditional to novel anticoagulants: the impact of oral direct thrombin inhibitors on anticoagulation management.
Limitations of traditional anticoagulants have led to the need for structured services to provide anticoagulation monitoring. Anticoagulation management services have historically filled this role. Novel antithrombotic agents currently in development have the potential to improve on the limitations of vitamin K antagonists and injectable forms of heparin and to change the field of anticoagulation management. Of the emerging agents, oral direct thrombin inhibitors present the most promise and have a more practical clinical profile. The introduction of the oral direct thrombin inhibitors may present both an opportunity and a threat to anticoagulation management services and anticoagulation service providers. Traditional anticoagulation monitoring services will have to retool for the future if they are to remain relevant in the new era of novel antithrombotic.agents.